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NEWSLETTER

Thank you for serving on the (ity Council!

Keith Bunkowske & Scott Goodman
Be sure to attend the FAREWELL PARTY

Tue. Dec. 11t
VERGAS EVENT CENTER

5-7 PM

PUBLIC HEARING

Holiday Hours

TUE. DEC. 11, 6:15 PM
VERGAS EVENT CENTER

WELL HEAD PROTECTION

Monday Dec. 24*"- 9am - 4pm
Tuesday. Dec. 25" — CLOSED
Monday Dec.31°*- 9 am -9 pm
Tuesday. Jan. 1 -1-9 pm

seeking

volunteers

FOR THE

VERGAS EVENT CENTER BOARD

caL 218-342-2091

PHONE 218-342-2091
MON-THU 9am- 9pm FRI-SAT 9am-10pm

SUN 1lam-5pm

LIQUOR
STORE

Vergas Trail Meeting:

T

SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS.
REMEMBER TO SHOP LOCAL.

Vergas State Bank/L level

M
THE CITY OFFICE

WILL BE CLOSED
MONDAY DEC. 24
TUESDAY DEC. 25

Happy
Holidays!

THHENR yOd ...
to all who contributed
time & talgnts to

the grand sucegss of
OL® FASHIONE® CHRISTMWS

CITY MEETINGS

Vergas EDA:
Tuesday - Jan. 8th

12:00 p.m. Noon
Billy’s Corner Bar
(1%t TUESDAY of the month)

Vergas City Council Meeting:
Tuesday — Jan. 8th

6:30 p.m.

(2" TUESDAY of the month)

Vergas Event Center
(If you would like to be on the agenda please

have information to City Clerk by the Wednesday
before meeting)

Vergas Event Center Advisory
Board:

NO DEC. MEETING
Vergas Event Center
(4™ Tuesday of the month)

Vergas Planning Commission:
No December Meeting!

Vergas Event Center
(4* Wednesday of the month)

Changes in our meetings to be posted on the
City of Vergas website www.cityofvergas.com

y —Jan. 2™

EDNESDAY of the month)

COMMUNITY
MEETINGS

Vergas Community Club:
Monday - Jan. 7th

6:00 p.m.

Vergas Event Center

Vergas Lions Club:
Tu,sday - Dec. 11th




Use de-icing salt sparingly to protect Minnesota waters

As the first snow of the season arrives, Minnesotans start thinking about clearing snow and ice from pavement —
sometimes with salt. But when the snow melts or it rains, the salt, which contains chloride, runs into storm drains and
into nearby lakes, rivers, and groundwater.

We scatter an estimated 365,000 tons of salt in the metro area each year. But it only takes a teaspoon of salt to
permanently pollute five gallons of water. There’s no feasible way to remove chloride once it gets into the water, and
we are finding increasing amounts of chloride in waters around the state. Salty water harms freshwater fish and other
aquatic wildlife.

Scatter patterns

Though no environmentally safe, effective, and inexpensive alternatives to salt are yet available, smart salting strategies
can help reduce chloride pollution in state waters. You might think more salt means more melting and safer conditions,
but it’s not true! Salt will effectively remove snow and ice if it’s scattered so that the salt grains are about three inches
apart (see this illustration for a visual reference. If you publish the graphic, credit the Regional Stormwater Protection Team). A
coffee mug full of salt (about 12 ounces) is all you need for a 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares (roughly 1,000

square feet). Consider using a hand-held spreader to apply salt consistently and use salt only in critical areas.
Sweep up any extra that is visible on dry pavement. It is no longer doing any work and will be washed away into local waters.

Additional tips for limiting salt use:

e Shovel. The more snow and ice you remove manually, the less salt you'll have to use and the more effective it can be.
15°F and below is too cold for salt. Most salts stop working at this temperature. Use sand instead for traction but remember
that sand does not melt ice.

e Slow down. Drive for the conditions and make sure to give plow drivers plenty of space to do their work. Consider purchasing
winter (snow) tires.

e Hire a certified Smart Salting contractor. Visit the MPCA's Smart Salting webpage for a list of winter maintenance
professionals specifically trained in limiting salt use.

e Watch a video. Produced by the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization, it offers tools for environmentally friendly
snow and ice removal.

Promote smart salting. Work together with local government, businesses, schools, churches, and nonprofits to advocate
for reducing salt use in your community.

Learn more on the MPCA's Chloride webpage.

Broadcast version

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency recommends a low-salt diet for our lakes, streams, and rivers. Much like table
salt, rock salt’s benefits are peppered with danger. Salt helps melt ice on roads and sidewalks. But when the snow melts,
de-icing salt, which contains chloride, runs into nearby bodies.

There’s no feasible way to remove chloride once it gets into the water and salty water harms our freshwater fish and
other aquatic wildlife. Learn more on the agency’s website at https://www pca state.mn.us/water/chloride-salts




