January Mayors Message
At the December City Council meeting, the
council approved the budget for 2026. The
budget represents a 3.5% increase. The increase
costininsurance and decrease in revenue from
Local Government Aid were major contributing
factors impacting budget. The budget in 2025
was $458,633.00. In 2026 the budget is
$474,794.00. The below graphics outline city
income and expenses. Property taxes accounts
for 59.9% of the revenue, while streets/sidewalk
maintenance accounts for 40% of city expense;
followed by parks and recreation at 26 %. Water
and Sewer are separate enterprise funds and due
to the sewer budget operating in the hole;
increases were approved at the December
Council meeting. The reconnection fee went up
to $40 (up from $30.00), monthly sewer fee will
be $33.50 (up from $28.50) and the monthly
usage rate was raised to $4.00 per 1,000 gallons
of water (up from $3).

As we closed out 2025, the council would like to
extend a thank you to all those who serve on our
city committees. Your contributions are greatly
appreciated, and we look forward to working with
you in 2026!

Wishing you a Happy New Year!
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Upcoming Events in 2026 — Stay Tuned
for Updates!

Volunteer Appreciation/Membership
Mixer — March 12th

Maple Syrup Fest — April 11th
Bring in Spring Event — May 16t
Shops and Hops — May 30t
Downtown Art Camp — June 13th

Looney Days — July 29t thru August 2nd

Hairyman Festival - September 26th

Backroads Studio Tour -September 19t

Wine Walk — October 17th

Festival of Trees — November 215t
Small Town Christmas — November 28th

We’re excited to share the
events planned for 2026! Some
dates and times are still being
finalized, and additional
activities may be added
throughout the year. Be sure to
check back often for updates so
you don’t miss out on any of the
fun!

2026 CITY MEETINGS

To access Hybrid Meetings
Via Zoom: Meeting ID:
267 094 2170
Password 56587
or Attend In Person
@ VEC Smart Room

Changes in our meetings
to be posted on the
City of Vergas website
www.cityofvergas.com
And Vergas Event Center sign

EDA/HRA Meeting:
Wednesday— January 7", 5:30 p.m.
Vergas Government Services Center-
(1°* Wednesday of the month)

Park Board Meeting:
Thursday - January 8" 3:00 p.m.
Vergas Government Services Center-
(2" Thursday of the month)

Vergas Event Center
Advisory Board:

Wednesday — January 14" 3:00 p.m.
Vergas Event Center- Smart Room

(2"d Wednesday of the month)

Vergas City Council Meeting:
Tuesday — January 20%6:30 p.m.
Vergas Event Center

(3™ Tuesday of the month)

(If you would like to be on the agenda,
please have information to City Clerk by the
Tuesday. before mtg.)

Planning Commission Mtq:
Monday — January 26" 6:00p.m.
Vergas Government Services Center
(4™ Monday of the month)

Migrate on
time—no
procrastinating
this year!

WHAT’S YOUR NEW
YEARS RESOLUTION?



http://www.cityofvergas.com/

2026 LICENSES!

Cat License, Dog License, Chicken
License and Golf Cart Permits are now
conveniently available to purchase on

our website! Visit
www.cityofvergas.com and under the
“City” tab you will find “City of Vergas
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City of Vergas website
wwWw.cityofvergas.com

them there!

!oleo\se call 218-302-5996

and on the

You can also get licenses at the City
Office during business hours or the

The City Office will be

Vergas Event Center sign

Liquor Store.
$30 Letter delivery fee after 3/31/2026

RECORD OF VACCINATIONS

closed.:

Mono(o\g. January 19th

Community Club Meeting:
Monday - January 5% 5:30 p.m.

REQUIRED

T IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE YARD WASTE COMMITTEE:

“As most of you probably know, on December 15 we had a large fire at the
yard waste recycling site. The fire flared up again on December 3™ and had to
again be extinguished. We’ve had continued problems at the site, primarily
with the brush debris. The leave, grass clippings, flowers, etc., don’t seem to
cause as much trouble. For the woody debris, some people don’t follow the
rules, such as: not having a permit, bringing material larger than permitted (6”
diameter/4’ length), contractors dumping large volumes of commercial debris,
and people dumping large root balls with massive trunks. Material larger than
permitted, burn for long periods of time. Other issues include smoke
complaints, potential fire danger to adjoining properties, and health concerns.
After the fire, the site was immediately closed and will remain closed as the
City considers their options. We’ve asked the City Attorney to investigate the
legal ramifications of operating a site of this nature (permits, waste hazards,
liability). Upon her report, the Yard Waste Committee, Paul Pinke and myself,
will consider our options. They could include only operating the grass clippings
site or making the yard waste recycling site available for only Vergas property
owners. Once the facts are collected, we may send out a survey gathering
people’s thought on this subject. Right now, permits for owners of properties
within Vergas City limits are free, and permits for others are annually $65. Last
year we sold close to 300 permits, which brings in some revenue for the City.
No new permits for 2026 will be sold until this issue is thoroughly discussed
(/and resolved. The Otter Tail County Recycling bin will remain open for use.”

Bruce Albright, Yard Waste Committee

Christmas Tree Disposal for City Commercial and Residential

i ey

Vergas Event Center

(1t Monday of the month)
Vergas Arts Club

Thursday - January 8" 2:00p.m.
Billy’s Corner Bar

(2" Thursday of the month)
Vergas Lions Club:
Tuesday — January 13 5:30 p.m.
Vergas Event Center

(2" Tuesday of the month)

NEW UTILITY RATES EFFECTIVE
01/01/2026:

Increases were approved at the
2025 December Council meeting.
The reconnection fee went up to

$40 (up from $30.00), monthly
sewer fee will be $33.50 (up from

$28.50) and the monthly usage rate
was raised to $4.00 per 1,000
gallons of water (up from $3).

Water rates will remain the same at
$31.50 per month and $4.50 per
1,000 gallons of water.

Property Owners Only:
You may place your Christmas tree on the boulevard at your
residence between January 12-15, 2026. The City will pick up
and dispose of it for you.

(No artificial trees, please make sure all decorations are
removed prior to pick up)

If you are unable to place your tree outside during these dates,
please call the City Office to schedule an appointment for
pickup.

Call: 218-302-5996

Celebrate Local — Book the Vergas
Event Center Today!

Spacious, Modern, and Affordable
Our event center is ideal for weddings, reunions,
business meetings, and community gatherings.
Flexible Options
Full kitchen access, and customizable layouts.
Convenient Location
Located in the heart of Vergas with plenty of
parking and easy access.
Reserve your date now!
eventcenter@cityofvergas.com or call/text
218-850-0594
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